Meeting Highlights of the CCOSD

On December 4, 2006, President Jim Pedersen called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. at the American School for the Deaf (ASD) at West Hartford, CT. He expressed his gratitude and thanks to Jeff Bravin, representative of ASD and the members to provide the meeting space.  In addition, he thanked Maureen Chamlers for having this meeting captioned for Tom Peters and others who would not be able to understand sign language.
Roll Calls:  All officers were present.
Association of Latened Deaf Adults:

Joan Hanna 

American School for the Deaf Alumni Assn: Sandra Mc Gee (absent)
American School for the Deaf:

Jeff Bravin and Jim Pedersen
ASD-Sign Language Resource Center:
Patti Wilson
Connecticut Assn. of the Deaf:

Michael Fiorino & Sue Pedersen

Commission on Deaf & HI:


Stacie Mawson 
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:


Don Wetzel
CT Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf:
Amy Worcester and Zoe Ann Kaminski

Connecticut Relay Service:


Michael Finneran 

DeafBlind Assn. of CT:


Tom and Karen Peters 

Deaf Women of CT:



June Freeman
FSW:





Bert Carter

Bridgeport Association of the Deaf:

Bob Backofen 

Hartford Club of the Deaf:


Eric Leckfor

NCCC-CEDHH:



Maureen Chamlers
Sound-off:




Ivy Velez (absent)
St Francis des Salle:



Bruce Wydallis (absent)
The visitors were Peter McGee, Marlene and Raymond O’Meara, Margaret Huang, and Al Baran.

The September meeting minutes was approved with a correction of the date of December 22 for the holiday party hosted by Hartford Club of the Deaf.

.
President Pedersen’s Report:

· He had a big concern that it might snow so that he could cancel the current meeting.
· He needed an approval from the representatives for the payment of $99 for the Trumba subscription for the CCSOD website.
· He invited Cassandra Boryslawskyj, owner of Spiralshell, Inc. to explain how to use vlog (video log) in the CCOSD website.

· He found that he had to upgrade the Contribute program taken over by the Adobe for the website at the price of $79.

· Ed Peltier, Executive Director of ASD discussed the need of CCOSD to be involved in the major issue of “S” driver license for deaf drivers so they can help transport any deaf students in any vehicles such as van or bus.

· He received several letters from some organizations asking for donation to their program books or workshops. CCOSD is not able to donate any funding; otherwise, CCOSD cannot continue giving money away to all organizations.

· He stated that deaf blind patients at New England Home for the Deaf were very frustrated at new environment in another health care center when their “home” exploded by the chemical plant nearby.

· He recommended to CDHI to enforce any interpreters who might work without the mandated certificates in the state.

· He expressed the CCOSD’s loss over Wilton Johnson who passed away a week earlier.  CCOSD valued his support, networking and information sharing greatly.
· He attended the meeting regarding captioned TV programs.  Many mentioned that WBSB (Channel 2/CBS) provides the best captions.  The WNIH (Channel 8/ABC) has to get an approval from the administration for the specific captioning device.

Vice President Don Wetzel’s Report:

· He wanted more information about TV traffic and weather captioning.
President Pedersen reported that Representatives Mc Cluskey and Donovan are working closely with TV stations for the deaf community.  Hartford is not one of 25 top cities; however all TV stations in Connecticut are trying their best in providing the captioned TV news programs.  They should be able to do the captioned emergency TV news in the fall of 2007.
Secretary Sue Pedersen’s Report:
· She received a letter from Dept on Aging supporting the state mandate for all the health care facilities in Connecticut to leave TV captions on for elderly patients.  The DOA writes letters encouraging the health care centers to do it.
Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:
· He will remind 16 organizations to renew the CCOSD membership for $40 per. He would like to try to email the invoices.
· He got the four auditors to check his reports.
· The balance is $4,504.79.

Michael Fiorino asked if CCOSD could start some investment.

Guest Speaker:                                 Cassandra Boryslawskyj of Spiralshell, Inc.
· She can build the video-log in the CCOSD website using the window media player limited to 5 minutes.  We can use the yahoo or the Google as free host of this vlog.  That could cost $75 one time.

· She discussed several requirements such as hand camera, 512 MB; cable line
American School for the Deaf:




Jeff Bravin

· ASD was thrilled that Wilton Johnson and Gilbert Eastman received the honors at the ASD homecoming in October just before they passed away. 
· Sixty percent of the fire alarm system is completed so in January it will be tested.
· ASD will receive $560,000 bond for the building design.  This matter will be discussed at the board meeting the following Wednesday. This whole job should start in the fall of 2007.

 ASD/ Sign Language Resource Center: 

Patti Wilson, Liaison

· This program is part of the Outreach and Support Service.
· ASD starts the schedule for the eight-week ASL classes.  Any interested individual can register online using www.asd-1817.org 
· ASL classes with no credit:  Basic ASL, ASL II and ASL III for $125.00, and the ASL book would be for $35.00.
Bridgeport Assn of the Deaf: 


Bob Backofen
· It had a recent officer election, and voted the same officer slate for another term.
· It merges with HCD for any social events.
· Sprint is sponsoring the Basketball Invitational tournament including six men teams and four female teams at ASD on January 27, 2007.

· It will host a Super Bowl event at the HCD clubhouse on February 4 at the admission cost of $25.00.  Please check its website.
· It will host New England basketball Tournament at ASD on March 10-11, 2007 with sponsorship of Sprint. The open house is at HCD clubhouse on March 9.

Commission on Deaf and Hearing Impaired:

               Stacie Mawson

· She distributed the fliers regarding NACA homeownership workshop on December 9.

· She spoke with DMV Deputy Director about the “S” license allowing deaf drivers to possess, and he is doing the research.

· CDHI has 3 following proposals to state legislature for  the long 2007 session:

1. The new NIC (national interpreter certificate) added to the state law and addition of the old law regarding interpreting service in courts, police or legal cases.

2. The change in the name from CDHI to CDHH that has been checked first with Dept of Office Management but more likely it would not accept that change. DMR (Dept of Mentally Retardation) tried to change its name but failed.

3. CDHI Board wanted to exchange the position of ENT doctor with the new position of audiologist but it was not approved.  This proposal should be submitted in October.

· DPUC (Dept of Public Utilities Control is doing the research on the requests for proposals from Hamilton, Sprint and Verizon.  She received feedback from the CDHI board and deaf consumer.  
CT Assn of the Deaf:

 


Michael Fiorino

· Miss Deaf CAD will sponsor the Mr. CT pageant at ASD Chapel on March 17, 2007.
· Sandra Mc Gee and Barbara Cassin will chair its biennial conference at Groton Inn in November 2007 including the National Association of the Deaf Region 1 conference.  
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:



Don Wetzel
· CDSC will have the holiday dinner at Hawthorne Inn on December 5.
CT Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf:
Amy Worcester and Zoe Ann Kaminsky

· CRID updates its brochures, and will have them printed by the ASD Print Shop.
· CRID now focuses on the revision of its Constitution and by-laws.
· CRID will announce the new director soon to run the Connecticut Mentoring Program for the interpreters.
· CRID decides to take responsibility to provide the CEUs for any training workshop participants in the state.
· CRID has a new scholarship program in memory of Interpreter Helen Beauchamp, and would give low discounts on any training workshops (legal, ethics, theatrical, national testing system, etc.)
DeafBlind Association of Connecticut:

Tom Peters

· He will host the Christmas party at 3 pm including a business meeting for the DBAC members at 1 pm at their house on December 16.
· He wants to merge DBAC with the DeafBlind CONTACT of Boston into the New England organization.

· Five deaf blind clients live at New England Home for the Deaf in Danvers, Mass.
Deaf Women Connecticut:


June Freeman
· She had a wonderful time at a weekend conference for New England Deaf Women at Ogunquit, Maine. One hundred thirty women attended.
· She distributed the fliers about the First Annual Award at Avon Old Farms Hotel on January 13, 2007. 
FSW:





Bert Carter

· Ivy Velez, the deaf program director departed for a new job in Massachusetts. Jennifer Clupper takes her position.

· In addition, Maureen Chaput left for a job to work with Mass. Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing but still keeps her residence in Connecticut.  Lillian Garcia used to work in that position but now works as a CDI.

· FSW will celebrate its 25th anniversary of CSDF (deaf program) with the banquet including Dr Glickman’s performance.
· Amy Worcester is responsible for video interpreting at any hospitals in the state with staff of five at 24 hours 7 days. St Francis Hospital was the first one to use it, and plans to get the second for the clinic.  Yale New Haven Hospital is the next one to take training and use VI program because of deaf patients’ many appointments.  These hospitals will call for live interpreters if the medical cases are serious and different from asking the questions at time of admission.  Any feedback is important to FSW.  He plans to set up the town meetings for deaf consumer to see the demonstration of VI soon.
Tom Peters emphasized that deaf blind patient needs a live interpreter at any hospitals instead of video interpreter (VI).  He encouraged more training for the regular interpreters to learn how to work with deaf blind patients.  The following concerns that Bert and Amy answered were:

1. Spanish/Hispanic clients who might not understand …Use certified deaf interpreter (CDI)

2. Distance such as from Bridgeport to Hartford area…Three interpreters on call at night going anywhere in the state.

3. Question of the quick service… the hospitals will call immediately when the patient admit into the emergency room.

4. Patients under drugs or surgery…would send the live interpreters.

5. Inquiry of Pine Tree Society’s experience…FSW did explore this area.

Hartford Club of the Deaf:
                        Eric Leckfor

· The new following officers elected last November are Ray O’Meara, President; Sean Kelly, Vice President; Eric Leckfor, Secretary; Karen King, corresponding Secretary; Henry Sawicki, Treasurer and Hans Miller, Assistant Treasurer with the Executive Board of Claire Lillis, Jim Craig, Michael Fiorino, Paul Peltier and Tom Brochu
1. 12/22/06:   Holiday Party in memory of Phil Taft

2. 12/31/06:   New Year’s Eve Party

3. 01/05/07:   Business Meeting
4. 01/06/07:   Bingo Night

5. 02/04/07:   Super Bowl Party

NCCC-CEDHH:


Maureen Chamlers
· She expressed CEDHH Director Mark Myers’ regrets that he was not able to attend due to another meeting.  Mark Myers praised his hard-working staff members to carry on their best for deaf students.  He mentioned that hearing students under Roxanne Norway-White were interested in forming a musical show about ASL and deaf culture to educate the public.  
· Presidents of Northwestern Connecticut Community College (NWCC) and Capitol Community College ( CCC) agreed to terminate the new five-year pilot program for the deaf students after the spring of 2007 because the Magnet School uses up the available space in CCC and no budget for NWCC to run two separate programs and hire more interpreters.  The board of CEDHH emphasized of its mission to serve the community and encouraged President Douglass of NWCC to find another college site to continue the pilot program.
The CCOSD representatives discussed about this serious matter so brought up the motion in the new business.
Relay Connecticut Service:



Michael Finneran
· Sprint submitted the 300- paged proposal to the Department of Public Utilities Control (DPUC) for another contract of 2007-2012.  There will be a hearing on January 23.
· Sprint continues to have coffee chat sessions at Orange, West Hartford and Colchester.

· CTRS (CT Telecommunication Relay Service) continues to have a research on new technology called EVDO (evolution data using the webcam for signing on computer screen.
· CTRS TTY call minutes have been dropped down from 60,000 to 30,000.  The CAP-TEL, a new device that hard of hearing people who do not use sign language will surpass the TTY minute rate.  Liz, Lisa Oliveri and Michael Gravitz have reached a lot of hard of hearing individuals who never heard of CTRS.  They do a splendid job outreaching them.

· CTRS find many people ordering the #7250 Blackberry pagers. The new model #8703E is out in the market now.

1. 911 emergency calls are not working on the pagers.
2. GPS can be found in the pagers.
3. IM needs to use pin number.

· CTRS provided training sessions in April, May, August and December.

The representatives discussed their concerns about the change in the state relay service, and they realized that there was no current community involvement in their choice of the vendors for the relay service for the next five years as they did during the previous bidding times.

1. Some encouraged the Sprint to be the lowest qualified bidder.

2. Some wondered about the state budget surplus.

3. The state is responsible for complying with the ADA about the state relay service.

4. Some suggested that the D-links could accept the telephone numbers so the National Association of the Deaf should propose to the Federal Communications Commission not to use the IP numbers for the D-links. 

New Business:

· Michael Fiorino moved that CCOSD write a letter to Presidents of NWCC and CCC about the concern of the termination of the five-year pilot program sending copies to local legislators.  PASSED
· Basil Brackett amended that the copies be sent to the representatives to encourage them to write letters. PASSED

· Bob Backofen moved that CCOSD pay $149 for the new Contribute 4 software to upgrade the CCOSD website. PASSED

· Bob Backofen moved that CCOSD pay $99 for the Trumba software for the CCOSD website. PASSED

· Sue Pedersen moved that CCOSD pay Cassandra Boryslawskyj $100 for her work of updating the website for her. PASSED

· Michael Fiorino moved that CCOSD explore into the investment field. PASSED

Jeff Bravin, Vice President Don Wetzel, Treasurer Basil Brackett and President Pedersen volunteer to investigate any kinds of money market, and report it at the next meeting.  
· Jeff Bravin moved that CCOSD donate $100 to New England Home for the Deaf for the repair on the damage caused by the chemical plant nearby a month prior.  PASSED
The representatives agreed to hold the next meeting at FSW or the alternative site: American School for the Deaf on March 6, 2007. 

President Pedersen repeated his gratitude to Maureen Chamlers for her job of captioning and American School for the Deaf for the facility room, and adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m.

Submitted by Secretary Sue Pedersen

