Meeting Minutes of the CCOSD

On March 6, 2007, President Jim Pedersen called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. at FSW at Bridgeport, CT. He expressed his gratitude and thanks to Bert Carter, Director of Community Services of the Deaf and Families and Representative of FSW to provide the meeting space and refreshments.  
Roll Calls:  All officers except Vice President Don Wetzel were present.
Association of Latened Deaf Adults:
Joan Hanna 

American School for the Deaf Alumni Assn: Mary Beers
American School for the Deaf:

Jeff Bravin and Jim Pedersen
ASD-Sign Language Resource Center:
Patti Wilson (absent)
Connecticut Assn. of the Deaf:

Michael Fiorino & Sue Pedersen

Commission on Deaf & HI:

Stacie Mawson (absent)
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:


Don Wetzel (absent)
CT Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf:
Amy Worcester 

Connecticut Relay Service:

Arthur Moore 

DeafBlind Assn. of CT:


Tom and Karen Peters (absent)
Deaf Women of CT:


Liz Cote
FSW:





Bert Carter

Bridgeport Association of the Deaf:
Tom Peets 

Hartford Club of the Deaf:

Eric Leckfor

NCCC-CEDHH:



Maureen Chamlers (absent)
Sound-off:




Joan Hanna
St Francis des Salle:


Cynthia Allaire
The visitors were Jennifer Clupper, Jeanne Frederick, Andra Kindblom, Barbara Krostoski, Delores Spaccaluti, Connie and Ron Tober,
The December meeting minutes was approved.
.
President Pedersen’s Report:

· He attended the public hearing at the Legislative Office Building (LOB) for the bill concerning hearing aids increasing from age of 12 to age of 19.  Sign Language interpreters were not provided.
· Many students including the ASL class showed up at the morning public hearing regarding the addition of NIC (national interpreter certificate) to the state mandate on March 6.
· The CCOSD website is updated and upgraded now.  At first, he was billed for $99 a month but the Trumba subscription for CCOSD website is now under Cassandra Boryslawskyj server for $99 a year instead.
· Referring to the December meeting, he asked James Rooney, Financial Planner about CCOSD’s interest in investment. Mr. Rooney advised that since CCOSD doesn’t have more than $5,000, CCOSD could look at the internet: www.etrade.com with 5 ½ interest and free checks.
(Treasurer Basil Brackett was concerned about fraud and lack of trust in internet)
· He wrote letters to legislators and Board of Trustees of Community Colleges about CCOSD’s disappointment in President Douglass of NCCC and Dr Robinson of Capitol Community College’s decision in terminating the pilot program for the deaf instead of continuing it for four more years.
· He needed to get an approval from the CCOSD representatives for holding the “2007 Breakfast with the Legislators”.  He explained that they did not show up last year but they sent their staff.
· He attended the CT Relay Board meeting the night before, and learned that three relay service providers (Sprint, Hamilton and Verizon) competed against each other for the 5-year service starting July 2007.
· He attended the Commission on Deaf & Hearing Impaired board meeting on January 5, 2007, and they discussed the proposals as the bills to the legislators.
· He was appointed as the co-chairperson of New England Deaf Senior Citizens Conference held at Groton Inn, Groton, CT during the weekend of April 4-6, 2008.  He might need some volunteers and support.
· Nine individuals moved to the apartment units at Middletown but need seven more deaf people to move in.

Secretary Sue Pedersen’s Report:
· She wrote a letter to Senator Amann about light pollution that Jeanne Frederick complained about her neighbors shining the powerful lights at her house at night.  She still has not heard from him yet.
· The representatives discussed this, and decided not to pursue this matter since she moved out of this area.
Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:

· He received membership fees from some organizations as follows as Hartford Club of the Deaf; Bridgeport Athletic Association for the Deaf; Deaf Women Connecticut and Deaf Senior Citizens, Inc.
· He needs Al Baran, Michael Fiorino and Don Wetzel to audit his current report.
· He received a check of $1,950.00 from the Sprint to distribute some shares to some organizations as instructed.  He emphasized his thanks to Sprint.
· The balance is $5,372.62.
· He emailed the invoices to the organizations, and got one returned due to wrong email address.  This case saved the CCOSD postage but some other organizations need separate billings.
American School for the Deaf:
Jeff Bravin

· ASD is hosting the Founder’s Day on April 13, 2007.  Everyone is welcome to attend the awards program.  It also celebrates 190th anniversary.
· ASD will have the annual breakfast for senior citizens and students on April 10 or 11.
· Communication Service for the Deaf of South Dakota will stop by at ASD on June 6 on the tour bus.
· ASD is hosting a learning weekend for students and families during the weekend of March 30-31.

· ASD establishes the camping schedule for hearing kids of deaf adults (KODA) to mingle with deaf campers for 2 weeks.

· ASD homecoming will be on October 13, 2007. The evening banquet will be at the Radisson in Cromwell, CT.

· ASD seeks about 5-10 adults to take its bike tour of 190 miles during the week of October 10 – 12, 2007.

· ASD is hosting its annual 30th golf tournament on May 12.

· Construction is on pending due to the re-design of the building that shows over the budget so the ground-breaking ceremony would hopefully happen in 2008 instead.
 ASD/ Sign Language Resource Center: 

Patti Wilson, Liaison

· This program is part of the Outreach and Support Service.
· ASD starts the schedule for the eight-week ASL classes.  Any interested individual can register online using www.asd-1817.org 
· ASL classes with no credit:  Basic ASL, ASL II and ASL III for $125.00, and the ASL book would be for $35.00.
Bridgeport Assn of the Deaf: 

Tom Peets
· BAD would host the New England Basketball tournament at the ASD Gym with 4 men’s teams and 4 female teams during the weekend of March 10-11, 2007.
· Co-sponsors, BAD and HCD are  entertaining the audience with “No Deal or Deal” on March 24.
CT Assn of the Deaf:
Michael Fiorino

· On March 17, CAD sponsors the volleyball tournament during the daytime, and Miss Deaf CAD will sponsor the Mr. CT pageant at ASD Chapel in the evening.
· Biennial CAD Conference at Groton Inn will be held in November 2007 including the National Association of the Deaf Region 1 conference. 
· Communication Advocacy Network (CAN) will host pizza at the clubhouse of Hartford Club of the Deaf.

· On March 23, 2007, CAD will show the film made by the deaf, “Forget Me Not” at ASD Chapel and HCD clubhouse.  He had tickets on sale for $10.00 per.
· Lake Compounce will sponsor the “Deaf Awareness Day” on July 29, 2007.

· Maryann Peets volunteers to be the CAD Newsletter editor.

FSW:

Bert Carter

· Would demonstrate how the video relay interpreting works after the CCOSD meeting.  FSW plans to have an open house on March 27 at 6:30 pm to get feedback on this kind of technology.

· FSW will celebrate its 25th anniversary of CSDF (deaf program) with the banquet including Dr Glickman’s performance at Downtown Theatre on May 11 with financial support of Sprint and General Electric and People’s Bank.  Seating limits to 120.
· Bright Day program is offering the pizza to people with drugs and alcohol problems on June 9, 2007.  this event is sponsored by Sprint, Bridgeport Mental Health & Catholic Center.

· FSW hired Violet Fiorino and Jeanne Frederick to teach sign language and to become ASL tutors to help improve communication skills of the clients from BRS, DCF, DMHSA and deafened group.

· He hired Elisa Velez as a full time deaf interpreter. FSW is seeking 2 part-time interpreters.  FSW has 72 interpreters, and still need some more to help fill out 800-1,000 monthly requests.
· FSW provides the wireless, high speed Video Interpreting services at St Francis Hospital, Yale New Haven Hospital and Waterbury. Soon they will do for New Britain Hospital, U Connecticut John Dempsky Hospital and Bridgeport Hospital.  Once the hospitals purchase the equipment, and then FSW train them how to use VRI to reduce waiting hours and cost.

Hartford Club of the Deaf:
                        Eric Leckfor

· The regular meeting was cancelled because of the basketball 

          tournament.
· Last Saturday HCD sponsored the Bingo Night. Small crowd attended      

          but they had fun.  He distributed the Bingo games schedule.

· HCD will sponsor the Grand Bingo including supper on April 21, 2007.

· HCD will have the Pre-Memorial Day Picnic in memory of Allen Therrien on May 

          19, 2007.

NCCC-CEDHH:


Mark Myers – report thru email)
· Presidents of Northwestern Connecticut Community College (NWCC) and Capitol Community College ( CCC) agreed to continue the new five-year pilot program for the deaf students at Capitol Community College for the next academic year: 2007-2008.  Now he encourages deaf people to enroll there if they are interested in post education.
· He discussed the demographic population of Greater Winsted area and NCCC/CEDHH Enrollment.
· CEDHH is offering a full-time program liaison position opening. It is searching for a qualified candidate who has to recruit students for CEDHH.

Relay Connecticut Service:
Arthur Moore
· Sprint is awaiting the Department of Public Utilities Control (DPUC)’s recommendation on April 2 and final decision for another contract of 2007-2012 on May 8.
· Sprint appreciated many concerned people for showing up at the public hearing on the proposal.  Jeff Bravin was so sick that he still gave a outstanding speech to the DPUC panel.  The individuals who missed the public hearing still have opportunities to write their comments to DPUC before March 8.
· CTRS find many people ordering the #7250 Blackberry pagers. The new model #8703E is out in the market now for $99.99 plus $29.99 for monthly service.  Soon this new model will be charged free but people still have to pay for monthly service.
New Business:
· Tom Peets moved that CCOSD invite Gary Myer of Rochester, NY to give a presentation on liability insurance in the next CCOSD meeting.  PASSED

· Basil Brackett moved that CCCOSD could spend up to $400 for the Annual Breakfast with the Legislators.  PASSED

· The representatives agreed to hold the CCOSD meeting at ASD Tuesday, June 12 instead of first Monday of June. (Secy: The meeting will be held Monday, June 4 instead because the golf league for the deaf has its golfing Thursdays instead of Mondays)

President Pedersen expressed his gratitude and thanks to FSW for using the facility for the meeting, and closed the meeting at 9:50 p.m.  Then Bert led the representatives upstairs to experiment the demonstration of VRI, and they were very impressed with new technology.

Submitted by Secretary Sue Pedersen

