Meeting Highlights of the CCOSD

On June 13, 2006, President Jim Pedersen called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at the St. Stephen’s Church Hall in Trumbull, CT. He expressed his gratitude and thanks to Bruce Wydallis, representative of the St Francis des Salle and the members to provide the refreshments and meeting space.  A big attendance of visitors impressed him as well as the CCOSD representatives.
Roll Calls:  All officers were present except Vice President Don Wetzel who was on his vacation in Israel with his wife.
Association of Latened Deaf Adults:
Joan Hanna (excused due to other commitment)

American School for the Deaf:
Jeff Bravin (excused due to other commitment)

ASD-Sign Language Dept:

No representative named

Connecticut Assn. of the Deaf:
Michael Fiorino & Sue Pedersen

Commission on Deaf & HI:

Stacie Mawson

CT Deaf Senior Citizens:

Al Baran

Connecticut Relay Service:

Michael Finneran (excused due to fundraising

                                                                                                                            event)

DeafBlind Assn. of CT:

Tom and Karen Peters (excused to long distance)

Deaf Women of CT:


Cassandra Boryslawskyj (excused due to 

                                                                                                 fundraising event)

FSW:




Bert Carter

Greater Bridgeport Club of the Deaf:
Bob Backofen (excused due to illness)

Hartford Club of the Deaf:

Eric Leckfor

NCCC-CEDHH:


Mark Myers (excused to class)

Sound-off:



Ivy Velez
St Francis des Salle:


Bruce Wydallis

The corrections made on the March meeting minutes were:

· To correct the report of interpreting training program that was weak due to low registration.

· Eleven honorary members of St Francis De Salle instead of 15.

President Pedersen’s Report:

· The Annual Breakfast with Legislators on May 3, 2006 was good but only many legislators’ aides/staff and one legislator from West Hartford showed up.  They stated to us not to feel bad about that but had to remind ourselves that May 3 was the last session day so all the legislators were busy to vote on all bills.  They suggested that we should have the breakfast in Mid-March or April in 2007 instead.
· James Mc McCaughey, Executive Director, Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities continue in keeping in touch with Howard Rosenblaum, deaf attorney at Illinois OPA about coming to Connecticut in the fall.

· Asked Stephanie Clark to give a presentation on Crisis but the Department of Homeland Security permitted her to do four trainings within the regions of Philadelphia, Syracuse, Milwaukee and Detroit before September 30.  She is asking for an extension of the grant so she could give the training here.

· Forum committee decided to have the forum focusing employment and social security on October 7, 2006.

Forum Chairperson Sue Pedersen mentioned that she was in close contact with Bill Bowman of Social Security Administration, and should hear from him anytime soon.
· Checked the representatives if they liked the new CCOSD website. He expressed his thanks to Cassandra Boryslawskyj, the webmaster.  Also notified the representatives that his home computer was down so Cassandra helped update the calendar of the events.

Representative Ivy Velez suggested that the CCOSD website includes video for these deaf people’s comprehensive of signing better than reading the English.  The representatives approved her idea.

· Attended the panel discussion of three candidates the night before, and did not know whom the ASD board would hire to operate the ASD as Executive Director yet.  The candidates were Ed Peltier of Austine School for the Deaf (VT), Larry Taub of Governor Baxter School for the Deaf (Maine) and Monita Hara, a psychologist of Fanwood School for the Deaf.

Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:
· Had a problem with his personal computer so he had to write his financial report.
· Sixteen organizations paid the dues of $40 for the year of 2006.  Did not know if Sign Language Instructors’ Pool would be interested in membership.

· Will send the reports to the auditors this summer.

· The balance is $5,043.51.

New Business:

1. Al Baran moved that CCOSD write the letters to all TV stations with a copy to Federal Communications Commission expressing its disappointment in their poor captioning.  Ivy Velez amended that the letter format be shown in the CCOSD website for people who are unsatisfied with TV captions, and would like to write letters of complaints.  PASSED (FCC stated that effective on January 1, 2006, it requires that 25 selected cities in America provide the TV programs with the captions.  CT is only the 27th    place on the list; otherwise, the TV stations in CT are not required to do it.)
2. Basil Brackett moved that CCOSD send a letter to the Department on Aging requiring all health care facilities or nursing homes to leave all captions on the TV programs at all the time.  Stacie Mawson amended that the Department on Aging sponsors a legislative bill regarding this in the next session.  PASSED.
3. Ivy moved that CCOSD write a letter asking legislators to develop a bill of reducing “visual noise” or light pollution with a rationale that some people refused to follow local ordinance.  PASSED

St Francis Des Salle: 
Bruce Wydallis

· It is planning to have its anniversary dinner on September 30, 2006.  They should have this special dinner in September 2005 but the old hotel management broke the contract.
Sound-Off: 


Ivy Velez
· The performances on June 3 & 4 were very successful.
· Will have the “Oscar” Night this fall to celebrate it s 5th anniversary.
·  Might have a small performance in November.
CT Assn of the Deaf:

 Michael Fiorino

· Jessica Tanner, Miss Deaf Connecticut is leaving for California where she will try for Miss Deaf America Pageant on the 3rd week of June.
· CAD will sponsor its annual Deaf Awareness Day at Lake Compounce.
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:
Al Baran

· September 17, 2006 is the day of  CDSC’s 30th anniversary dinner at Hawthorne Inn.
Hartford Club of the Deaf:
Eric Leckfor

The club sponsors several following events:

· May 19 : Picnic (HCD purchased a poker table in memory of Allen Therrien)
· June 24:  Chicken Dinner

· July 22:   Lobster & Steak Dinner including Dingo games

FSW:



Bert Carter

· Has a new contract with DMHAS in providing more service for the deaf clients.

· Had demonstration of video interpreting at three hospitals (Hartford, St Francis & Yale New Haven) but will have another demo for three months starting in August.

· Received a grant of $300,000 from Hartford Foundation to provide wireless video interpreting devices.

· Distributed the fliers about its 12th annual Picnic at Sherwood Island State Park. 

· Had a contract with DCF to do more services with deaf children of hearing parents and hearing children of deaf parents.  FSW caseworker Tammy Ennis has been working hard to help with the neglected children. Some monies are for training the interpreters.

CDHI:



Stacie Mawson

· Start to gather information for the RFPs for the new five-year contract of state relay service effective in 2007.  It assists the Department of Public Utilities Control with this process.
· Will hire a new counselor.

· Governor Rell provides the same budget that does not affect CDHI service.

· Hired six new interpreters.

· Stick to the five-year lease contract.

Basil bracket mentioned that CCOSD representatives should write letters encouraging the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) not to reduce the budget of the Video Relay Service.

NCCC-CEDHH:


Mark Myers in absentia

· Marketing the CEDHH Pilot program to CDHI staff and Hartford Club of the Deaf members in May with Kathleen Morgan Doskos.
· CEDHH students visited the pilot program at Capitol Community College (CCC) in Hartford.  Two of them living in Vernon are interested in attending this place.

· Had a meeting with Dean Frazier and Dean Primus to discuss the support services for the deaf students who might like to attend the CCC.  This college will need to purchase special devices in providing support services.
· Now reviewed the existing Public Act 89-133, An Act Concerning the Teaching of Sign Language in Public Schools.  The new task force would like to add and strengthen it with the ASL.
· Identified several following public schools that offer sign language courses: Amity Regional Senior HS in Woodbridge, Cheshire HS, Danbury HS, Explorations in Winsted, Hamden HS, Lewis Mills HS in Burlington, Montville HS, Montville Alternate Education, New Britain HS, New Milford HS, Orville H. Platt HS in Meriden and Derby HS.

Secretary Sue Pedersen invited Bert Carter, Chairperson of Interpreting Preparation Program (IPP) at NCCC to provide the following updates:

· Three students in that program created a task force to study that program.

· Decided to improve marketing such as TV public announcements, recruiting more students and interviewing the training dropouts 

· Add more information to the NCCC website for the public.

· Have Charter Oak Program evaluate the training program.

· Hire an outsider consultant to advise on how to improve the IPP.

· By 2012, the interpreters are required to have BS/BA degrees from the four-year colleges.  NCCC gives the certificate for the two-year training that does not meet the RID mandate.
Relay Connecticut Service:

Michael Finneran in absentia

· RFP is coming up in the fall, and Stacie Mawson of CDHI is doing the survey with deaf consumer.

· www.relayconnecticut.com is a hot hit for everyone.

· Town hall meeting in Bridgeport on June 7 was successful, and two forthcoming meetings will be at ASD in the area of Hartford on June 15 and in Norwich on June 22.
· Many deaf individuals love their new orders such as Blackberry pagers and Captel.  The CRS advisory board asked the DPUC to increase the distribution amount from 10 to 15 units a month.

· Many deaf consumers use a lot of video relay service and IP.  The counts of the TTY call minutes are still high.
The representatives agreed to hold the next meetings on September 11, 2006 and December 4, 2006.  The next meeting site would be the Middletown Housing for the deaf senior citizens if the construction is completed.  The 2nd choice is Hartford Club of the Deaf.

Secretary Sue Pedersen distributed the fliers of The Connecticut Disability Advocacy Collaborative Disability Convention at Connecticut Expo Center on September 16, 2006.

President Pedersen adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Submitted by Secretary Sue Pedersen

