




CCOSD Meeting Minutes
On March 6, 2006, President Jim Pedersen called the CCOSD meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. at the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired.  The following CCOSD officers and representatives who attended were:

American School for the Deaf:


Jeff Bravin

American School for the Deaf Alumni Association:  Sandra McGee

Connecticut Association of the Deaf:


Michael Fiorino 

Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired:
Harold Vrenna

Connecticut Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf:
Tammy Boutin

Deaf Blind Association of Connecticut:

Tom & Karen Peters

Deaf Senior Citizens:




Al Baran

Deaf Women United:



Cassandra Boryslawskyj of Spirashell
Hartford Club of the Deaf:



Eric Leckfor

Northwest Club for the Deaf:



Inchea Rivera & Caleigh Mc Kenna

Northwestern Connecticut Community College:
Mark Myers

Sprint:






Arthur Moore

St Francis de Sales (Bridgeport):


Bruce Wydallis

CCOSD Officers: President Jim Pedersen; Vice President Don Wetzel, Secretary Sue 

                             Pedersen & Treasurer Basil Brackett

President Pedersen thanked CDHI for allowing the CCOSD to hold a meeting, and forewarned that we needed to finish the meeting before the lights turned off automatically.

The representatives accepted the meeting minutes of December 5, 2005 as read with the correction in the Yahoo Group website: DeafCTNews.  Representative Wydallis announced that his organization is no longer ICDA#50 but is now St Francis de Sales. 
President Pedersen’s Report:

· Planned to host the Annual CCOSD Breakfast with Legislators late in March or early in April, and was going to contact Diane Wixted.  The legislators had a short legislative session this time from February to May 3, 2006.  Treasurer Basil Bracket questioned him how he spends that expenses on the breakfast.  Jim replied that he would use his personal credit card, and then sends the invoice to the treasurer.

· Attended the meeting with some deaf leaders at the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities (OPA) on January 25, and planned to have the minutes of this meeting in the CCOSD website for general reading.  They discussed on how to improve its image and relationship with the deaf community that was unsatisfied with the OPA for many years.  OPA has own town meetings at FSW in Bridgeport, CDHI in Hartford and BRS in New London to feel the consumers’ feedback on its services.  Sandy Inginza complained that at the last public hearing, the OPA did not provide the interpreting service for deaf consumer; therefore, there was no access, and this issue was different from any accommodations for the other persons with disabilities. OPA wants 10-12 cases from the deaf community for creating a position of outreach and advocacy for the deaf.  They will have another meeting on March 22.
· Northwestern Connecticut Community College suspended the Interpreting Preparation Program (IPP) at for three semesters because of low registration, lousy curriculum and unqualified teachers.  Only three students enrolled in that program, and the students led the protest over this cause.  Bert Carter of FSW led the task force on this issue to identify the problems, to develop long and short terms and to betterment the marketing of the IPP as such, as recruiting the public interested in becoming the interpreters and having the IPP more visible.  Some students were encouraged to enroll at U CONN Sign Language Program due to the poor program at NCCC.  Tammy Boutin stated that by the year of 2008, the interpreters ought to have the associate degrees, and by the year of 2012, all interpreters should have BA/BS degrees.  U CONN is now considering adding the interpreting program someday in the future.  CCSUN survey points that there is insufficient interpreters across the country.
· CCOSD has the contract of the website with Cassandra Boryslawskyj of Spirashell since 2003.  The CCOSD website shows the need of improvement so she offered the redesign in the website including the free maintenance, free consultation, unlimited pages for the price of $650 or keeps the same website for $25 per month.  In addition, she suggested adding the Paypal, new kind of payment on internet for any membership.

Jeff Bravin moved that CCOSD pay $650 for the comprehensive package of the website adding the Paypal account if needed. PASSED

Forum and Town Meetings Chairperson Sue Pedersen’s Report:

· Encouraged the representatives to save the date of October 7, 2006 for the Annual CCOSD Forum on employment.

· Set up dates for the town meetings such as June 7 at FSW in Bridgeport, CT, June 15 at ASD in West Hartford, CT and June 22 at Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT.

· Announced that the CCOSD promoted the “Prevent Child Abuse” Month forum at St Francis Hospital mainly for the deaf community. The Aetna Foundation-Child Center was the major sponsor besides Sprint and Sorenson.

Vice President Don Wetzel’s Report:

· Try to get more information for the CCSOD website.

· Wanted to include the CCOSD Constitution and bylaws to the CCOSD website.

Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:

· Hoped to have 3 auditors done on his reports prior the meeting but had to change his method such sending the copies to them so they can review the report a couple of days prior the meeting.

· Encouraged the representatives to have their organizations pay the membership fees before June 13, 2006.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jeff Bravin moved that CCOSD send a letter of its concern about no IPP in the state of Connecticut meanwhile the NCCC task force does the study on this issue. PASSED.

Tom Peters (DBAC):

· As newly elected president, he wants to improve the relationship with Bureau of Education Service for the Blind.

· Would coordinate the workshop to train the interpreters about deaf blindness.

· He would run its meeting at the Community Room at the Westfarm Mall in West Hartford on March 18 from one to 6 p.m.
Michael Fiorino (CAD):

· More than seven teams will play the Annual CAD Volleyball Games the following Saturday. CAD will sell pizza, and give out the cash prizes.

· Miss Deaf Connecticut Pageant will sponsor Mr. Deaf Connecticut to raise the funds for the competition at Miss Deaf America in California this summer.

· CAD will sponsor the Deaf Awareness Day at Lake Compounce on July 29, 2006.

Eric Leckfor (HCD):

· The Club will print the new schedule of events including bingo, meetings, and reminders through June in a month.

· Anyone is welcome to join HCD for $35.00 for membership.

· HCD plans to host the St Patrick party including dingo and games on March 18.

Arthur Moore (Sprint):
· Sprint has its AIM and IP available in Spanish.

· Sprint is selling the Blackberry pager/Nextel including GPS starting on March 18.  The pager would cost $150.00 but now is for $99.00.  Monthly service is for $29.99.

Harold Vrenna (CDHI):
· CDHI learned that HIV Task Force closed down.  The CD with Helena Beauchamp was given away free to the representatives if they were interested.

· CDHI found Medicare D too complicated for many deaf senior citizens.

· There is a problem with the deaf immigrants at the US Customs & Immigration.

· CDHI faced a budget cut of $116,000.00.

· CDHI has to hold up the hiring of a new counselor until July 2006.

Jeff Bravin (ASD):
· Department of Education granted $900,000 to improve the amplification system for the students with hearing aids and cochlear implants.

· The state released the amount of $3 million for the fire system with a hope to finish the whole campus in the summer of 2006.

· The vocational building has its roof replaced.
· There is $25 million to renovate the Gallaudet Building but they will discuss the groundbreaking in summer 2007 and in addition a bid for construction in spring 2007. 
· With the addition of the private search firm, the search committee of five extended the deadline for applying for the school executive director.  The new director would start in July 2006.

· The Deaf Nation Expo would be in the area of Hartford maybe in 2 years.

· More than 175 deaf poker players would attend the Texas poker tournament at the Foxwoods on June 8.

Tammy Boutin (CRID):
· There is a RID Region 1 conference for the interpreters at Rhode Island in July.
· CRID will celebrate its 30th anniversary at the 4 Points Sheraton in Meriden on May 20.  She seeks any old pictures of CRID and interpreters.

· Colleen Hzasada will leave the position of coordinator for CT Mentoring Program (CMP), and she seeks someone to replace her.  If no one shows interest in running the program, the CMP would be down.

· CRID plans several workshops such as financial for the interpreters and the one for the deaf persons who would like to become certified deaf interpreters run by Jim Lipsky, Deaf Interpreter.

· Zoe Ann Soobitsky just became the treasurer of CRID.

Mark Myers (NCCC-CEDHH)):
· The program is in 32 years now.

· NCCC- CEDHH program expanded its program to Capitol Community College in Hartford for some deaf adults who are interested in English and Reading as well as long life learning.  People at age of 62 can get free education.  Check www.ccc.commnet.edu 
Bruce Wydallis (SFCD):
· SFCD had the Irish party on March 12.  It sets up many activities through June.

· SFCD has 33 members and 15 honorary members.

Caleigh Mc Kenna (NCD):
· The members are working on the school yearbook this year.
· They will perform at the Annual Gala on April 28 to raise a fund for Jessica Tanner, Miss Deaf Connecticut who is a student of NCCC-CEDHH.
President Pedersen adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  The CCOSD representatives agreed to meet again on June 13, 2006 at church where St Francis de Salle gathers in Trumbull, CT.






Submitted by Susan V. Pedersen, CCOSD Secretary
