Meeting Highlights of the CCOSD

On September 11, 2006, President Jim Pedersen called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. at the Hartford Club for the Deaf at East Hartford, CT. He expressed his gratitude and thanks to Eric Leckfor, representative of Hartford Club of the Deaf and the members to provide the meeting space.  
Roll Calls:  All officers were present.

Association of Latened Deaf Adults:

Joan Hanna 

American School for the Deaf Alumni Assn: Sandra McGee

American School for the Deaf:

Jeff Bravin and Jim Pedersen

ASD-Sign Language Dept:


No representative named

Connecticut Assn. of the Deaf:

Michael Fiorino & Sue Pedersen

Commission on Deaf & HI:


Stacie Mawson (absent)

CT Deaf Senior Citizens:


Al Baran

Connecticut Relay Service:


Michael Finneran and Arthur Moore

DeafBlind Assn. of CT:


Tom and Karen Peters 

Deaf Women of CT:



Liz Cote

FSW:





Bert Carter (absent)

Greater Bridgeport Club of the Deaf:

Bob Backofen 

Hartford Club of the Deaf:


Eric Leckfor

NCCC-CEDHH:



Maureen Chamlers

Sound-off:




Ivy Velez (absent)

St Francis des Salle:



Bruce Wydallis (excused due to distance)

The visitors were Peter McGee, Marlene and Raymond O’Meara, sister of Michael Finneran from California and Peter Opalacz.

The June meeting minutes was approved.

President Pedersen’s Report:

· He led the silent prayer in remembrance of people who died on September 11, 2001. 
· He announced that there was a request for proposal on the five-year contract of telecommunication service for the deaf. 
· He mentioned that the open house of the new housing facility at Middletown, CT was open to the public on September 13, 2006 from 4 pm to 6 pm. On August 16, 2006, many people attended the grand opening on August 16, 2006. 
· The forum committee decided to have the forum focusing employment and social security on October 21, 2006 at the William Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT. 
· The CCOSD website showed the hits of 17,000 visitors. 
· HCD and CAD have problems with the IRS 501C3 so he would do the follow-up of the HCD on the following Friday. 
· He planned to attend the CDHI board meeting the following week. 
Vice President Don Wetzel’s Report:

· The next meeting ought to be at the American School for the Deaf. 
· CCOSD needs more ideas to carry on in the new year of 2007. 
Secretary Sue Pedersen’s Report:

· She wrote a letter to Dept on Aging asking for the state mandate for all the health care facilities in Connecticut to leave TV captions on for elderly patients. 
· She wrote a letter of noise pollution to Senator Amman. 
· She worked closely with Adele Wise of ASD/AVS at Norwich, CT for the 2006 CCOSD Forum on Employment held on October 21, 2006 in the William Backus Hospital. 
· She contacted the Department of Labor, Social Security Administration and Bureau of Vocational Services to give the presentations at the October 21 forum. 
Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:

· He distributed the sheets of 16 organizations joining the CCOSD membership. 

· He mailed the reports to the auditors, and found this system much easier than before. Al Baran, Don Wetzel and Michael Fiorino signed them.  Someday he would try to use vphone with the auditors. 
· The balance is $5,044.88. 
American School for the Deaf:




Jeff Bravin

· We might see the huge trucks on the campus installing new wiring in the trenches in replacement of telephone poles worth $3 million.  Staff will use key cards to enter the buildings.  The security force would have to use the video cameras on the visitors.   The message announcements will be displayed.  This whole job should be done in March 2007. 
· Schematic design is in the old café room starting on September 8.  ASD hopes to start construction of the major building in October 2007. 
· On October 14, ASD will have its homecoming including class reunions and hall of Excellence.  ASD decided not to sponsor the community Fall Festival. 
· One hundred ninety three students attend the ASD this fall including fifteen new students. Two hundred fifteen students participate in the outreach program. 
· State bond of $25 million for construction goes through red tape, and delays the construction. 
· He discussed the ASD’s address with the state about S license for deaf staff to drive vans and cars to transport the students.  (CDL is for buses.) 
Greater Bridgeport Assn of the Deaf: 


Bob Backofen

· GBAD will have the regular meeting on September 16. 
· GBAD and Hartford Club of the Deaf will co-sponsor the Halloween party at the HCD clubhouse on October 28. 
· He encourages the CCOSD representatives to check its website for any events and news. 
· GBAD will sponsor the New England Basketball tournament at American School for the Deaf on the weekend of March 9-11, 2007.  He is seeking six different deaf referees for this event.  The delegates will have a meeting at HCD clubhouse on February 10, 2007. 
CT Assn of the Deaf:




Michael Fiorino

· CAD applauded Maureen Chamlers for her time and her wonderful job as the chaperone of Jessica Tanner, Miss Deaf Connecticut at the National Association of the Deaf conference at California last summer. 
· He is now the webmaster of CAD’s new website. 
· CAD will sponsor its biennial conference at Groton Inn in November 2007. 
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:



Al Baran

· CDSC will celebrate its 30th anniversary dinner at Hawthorne Inn on September 17, 2006. 
· He announced that he decided that this meeting is his last time after attending the CCOSD meeting as the representative of DSC for 16 years due to his health problem.  The representatives waved hands high for his long-time commitment to the CCOSD. 
DeafBlind Association of Connecticut:

Tom Peters

· He attended the American Association of DeafBlind convention in Maryland.  He attended the legislative workshop learning how to speak up more.  He and his group went to meet the congressional representatives at the capitol in Washington, DC and saw Joe Lieberman. He was disappointed that Congressman Simons from his area was not there.  He asked the Congressmen for support for special service persons (SSP) who help the deaf blind citizens.  The AADB encourages each state agency to have more funding for the deafblind. 
· Attended the retreat for the deaf blind at Seattle, Washington recently, and found its program very good for deafblind people. He realized that it is best for a team to work together to get support for the deafblind. 
· He had wonderful experience having a rotation of several SSPs at the convention to prevent the SSPs from having the work burnouts. 
· Tom and Karen will host the Christmas party at 3 pm including a business meeting for the DBAC members at 1 pm at their house on December 16. 
Deaf Women Connecticut:


Liz Cote

· There is a weekend conference at Ogunquit, Maine for New England Deaf Women. 
· DWC has the website: www.dwonline.org 
Hartford Club of the Deaf:
                        Eric Leckfor

· He thanked the CCOSD for using the HCD clubhouse for this CCOSD meeting. 
The club sponsors several following events:

1. 9/16/06:    Bowling fun at daytime and Las Vegas Night 
2.  10/06/06:  Bingo

3.  11/18/06:  Thanksgiving Dinner

4. 12/15/06:   Holiday Party in memory of Phil Taft

NCCC-CEDHH:


Maureen Chamlers

· She expressed Mark Myers’ regrets that he was not able to attend due to another meeting. 
· She now teaches at the Capitol Community College under the new pilot program for the deaf students with several hardships such as using a small office, having difficult time to call anytime, and having an inability to save or print information in their computers. 
· Six students from ASD and two adults attend the pilot program at Capitol Community College (CCC) in Hartford.  

· Twenty-one students attend the program for the deaf and hard of hearing persons at NCCC.  In the previous years, the enrollment was usually between 30 and 40. 
· She mentioned her wonderful experience at the Miss Deaf America Pageant with Jessica, Miss Deaf Connecticut despite no air conditioner at Riverside School for the deaf while practicing the week prior the conference.  Jessica won two awards, and showed good attitude when she was not selected as one of the top three.  She applauded Millie Espinosa and Angela Izzo for their hard work at the conference. 
Relay Connecticut Service:



Arthur Moore

· Department of Public Utilities Control (DPUC) announced for the RFP for the state relay service on August 17, 2006, and the interested parties have to submit their proposals on October 17. He encouraged anyone to show the community support by writing the letters of support or written comments to DPUC. In March 2007, the DPUC will announce its final decision. 
· Connecticut Relay Service is one of the top in the country with all different services such as TTY repairs and the D-link, Captel and pager distribution 
· CTRS (CT Telecommunication Relay Service) did test the 9-1-1 on the pager system, and found it not working so will work on this issue on the following week. 
The representatives discussed their concerns about the change in the state relay service, and they realized that there was no current community involvement in their choice of the vendors for the relay service for the next five years as they did during the previous bidding times.

1. Some encouraged the Sprint to be the lowest qualified bidder. 
2. Some wondered about the state budget surplus. 
3. The state is responsible for complying with the ADA about the state relay service. 
4. Some suggested that the D-links could accept the telephone numbers so the National Association of the Deaf should propose to the Federal Communications Commission not to use the IP numbers for the D-links. 

New Business:

1. Sandra McGee moved that CCOSD be involved in the effort of American School for the Deaf in securing the driver’s license: S approved for deaf drivers to transport the students to the malls or any other places.  PASSED
2. Joan Hanna moved that CCOSD write a letter of strong support for the Sprint to the Department of Public Utilities Control at time of the renewal contract of the state relay service.  PASSED
The representatives agreed to hold the next meeting at American School for the Deaf on December 4, 2006. 

Announcements:
1. Secretary Sue Pedersen distributed the fliers of The CCOSD Forum on Employment on October 21, 2006 held at the Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT. 
2. President Jim Pedersen encouraged the CCOSD representatives to attend the Disability Convention on September 16, 2006.  He distributed the fliers. 
3. Some representatives raised a question about writing the letters to the elected governor recommending for a new executive director of the state commission on deaf and hearing impaired when all state agency heads are required to submit the letters of resignation. 
4. There was a Deaf Festival at Lincoln Center on 63rd Street in New York City on September 17. 
President Pedersen reminded the representatives to attend the next meeting at ASD Rockwell Center on December 4, and adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Submitted by Secretary Sue Pedersen
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